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‘Better rural roads led to job opportunities’
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NEWDELHI: A World Bank report
has hailed India’s rural road
scheme, saying it has improved
mobility, increased accesstoeco-
nomicopportunities and boosted
attendance of children in schools.
It also claims the number of
babies delivered at home has
comedownsubstantiallyinareas
connected through rural roads, a
majorimprovement inthe health
sector.

The report, submitted to the
unionruraldevelopment minis-
try last week, evaluates the
impact of the flagship Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana

(PMGSY)inthreestates—Hima-
chal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan— based on data
collected between 2009 and 2017.

Former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had launched
the PMGSY scheme in 2000 to
improve connectivity in rural
India. So far, more than 6 lakh
Kkmsofruralroadshavebeencon-
structed across the states.

According to the World Bank
report, improvedroad connectiv-
ity has “triggered a shift from
farm to non-farm employment”
and “women stepped out of the
houseto takecareoftheirfarms”,
indicating better employment
opportunitiesfortheruralhouse-
holds.
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“...As a consequence of
PMGSY roads, the rate of pri-
mary employment in the non-
farmsector increased by about 12
percentage points in the habita-
tions studied,” the study
revealed. The report concludes
that the entry of women was the
main factor behind the rise of
employmentin connected habita-
tions. Thereportassumes signifi-
cance as Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi-led government has
drawn criticism over rising
joblessnessin the country. After
heassumed office forthe second
term,PM Modi hasconstituteda
cabinet committee to tackle the
issue ofunemployment.

Thereportsaysthat theimpact

of better roads on employment
hadarelationwithdistancefrom
urban centres. In placesthat are
10 kms away from a rural area,
employment opportunity
increased by 6 percentage points.

Another key aspect of the pres-
enceofroadscouldbeseeninthe
education sector as on average,
students in middle and high
schools had “0.7 more years of
schoolingin2017”.

Ruraldevelopment secretary
Amarjeet Sinha said, “PMGSY
has changed the face of rural
India along with schemes for
housing, cooking gas and
National Rural Livelihood Mis-
sion [a poverty alleviation pro-
gramme].”
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